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POLICY ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS
PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to establish energy efficiency standards and promote sustainable practices across all university operations. By reducing energy consumption and adopting environmentally responsible practices, the university aims to minimize its carbon footprint, lower energy costs and contribute to a sustainable future.
SCOPE
This policy applies to all buildings and facilities on campus, including academic buildings, dormitories, research labs and administrative offices. University-owned equipment, appliances, lighting, heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) systems. University transportation services and fleet. New construction, renovations and facility upgrades. Staff, students, faculty, and contractors working on behalf of the university.
ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS
Energy Audits: Conduct regular energy audits to assess and optimize the energy use of all campus facilities.
HVAC Systems: Install energy-efficient heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) systems. Set guidelines for temperature control (e.g., 22°C during summer and 19°C during winter) to avoid unnecessary energy consumption.
Lighting: Replace all incandescent lighting with LED or other energy-efficient lighting. Install motion sensors in classrooms, offices and common areas to minimize energy use when rooms are unoccupied.
Insulation & Windows: Ensure all new buildings and renovations meet high standards for insulation, windows and sealing to reduce heating and cooling costs.
Building Automation Systems: Implement smart building systems that allow for automated control of lighting, HVAC and other energy-using systems based on occupancy and weather conditions.
Energy Star Products: Purchase only Energy Star-rated or equivalent energy-efficient appliances and equipment for university operations.
Laboratory Equipment: Ensure all lab equipment is operated efficiently and consider installing energy-saving devices for high-energy use equipment, such as fume hoods or refrigerators.
Shutdown Procedures: Implement a university-wide policy for shutting down computers, printers and other non-essential equipment during off-hours.
Solar Power: Explore opportunities to install solar panels or other renewable energy systems to generate electricity on campus.
Green Energy Procurement: Consider purchasing electricity from renewable energy sources, such as wind or solar, from local utilities.
NEW CONSTRUCTION & RENOVATIONS
Energy-Efficient Design: All new constructions or major renovations must be designed to meet or exceed the latest green building standards, such as LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) or equivalent.
Net-Zero Building Goal: Aim for all new buildings to be net-zero energy, meaning they produce as much energy as they consume through a combination of energy efficiency measures and renewable energy generation.
Lifecycle Cost Analysis: Evaluate energy-efficient technologies and materials based on their total lifecycle cost rather than upfront costs to ensure long-term savings.
TRANSPORTATION
University Fleet: Transition the university fleet to energy-efficient vehicles, prioritizing electric or hybrid models.
Public Transit & Carpooling: Encourage the use of public transportation, carpooling, cycling, and walking among students, staff and faculty. Provide incentives such as discounted transit passes and improved cycling infrastructure.
Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Stations: Install EV charging stations on campus to support the use of electric vehicles.
BEHAVIOR AND EDUCATION
Energy Awareness Campaigns: Launch ongoing energy awareness campaigns to educate students, faculty and staff about ways they can reduce energy consumption in their daily activities.
Sustainability Courses & Workshops: Offer courses, seminars and workshops on energy efficiency and sustainability to increase knowledge and participation in campus sustainability efforts.
Green Campus Initiatives: Support student and faculty-led sustainability initiatives, such as energy-efficient dorm programs, recycling efforts and green research projects.
MONITORING, REPORTING AND COMPLIANCE
Energy Monitoring System: Implement a campus-wide energy monitoring system to track energy consumption in real-time, identify areas of waste and inform efficiency improvements.
Annual Reporting: Publish an annual energy efficiency report detailing progress toward energy reduction goals, improvements made and future plans.
Compliance: All departments are required to comply with this policy. Failure to adhere to energy efficiency standards will result in an internal review and potential sanctions.
FINANCIAL INCENTIVES & FUNDING
Incentives for Energy Efficiency: Provide financial incentives for departments that successfully reduce energy consumption, such as reallocating savings toward department-specific initiatives.
Funding for Projects: Establish a university sustainability fund to support energy efficiency projects, renewable energy installations, and research on sustainable technologies.
[bookmark: _GoBack]CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT
Energy Efficiency Goals: Set annual energy reduction goals, with the long-term aim of reducing total campus energy consumption by 20% over five years.
Review & Update: This policy will be reviewed every two years to incorporate the latest advancements in energy efficiency and sustainability practices.
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